
How Intestacy Works
When an individual dies without a Will, or the Will is found to be invalid (for example because there are no living 
beneficiaries left to inherit) the Intestacy Rules apply and the assets are distributed in accordance with this. The 
first point to consider is if the deceased  was married, and whether the spouse (or CP) survives. If so, they and 
potentially any children will benefit from the assets. If not, then a series of further questions are asked to establish 
who the closest blood relatives who survive the decease were, and that “class” of family member will ultimately 
inherit. The way this works is as follows:
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Are you married?

Do you have 
children?

Shared equally between 
them or their descendants if 

any have died

no

is your estate 
worth more 

than £250,00?

Spouse gets 
everything

Are either of 
your parents 

still alive?

Shared equally between 
them

Do you have 
(full blood) 

siblings?

Do you have 
half siblings?

Shared equally between 
them or their descendants if 

any have died

Do you have 
children?

Spouse gets 
everything

Spouse receives: Household 
contents and personal 

effects. First £250,000 and 
half the residue. Children 
receive the remainder in 

equal shares
Shared equally between 

them or their descendants if 
any have died

yes
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Are your 
grandparent’s 

still alive?

Shared equally between 
them

Do you have 
(full blood) 

Aunts or Uncles?

Shared equally between 
them or their descendants if 

any have died

Do you have 
(half blood) Aunts 

or Uncles?

Shared equally between 
them or their descendants if 

any have died

Volume of 
Transactions

Everything goes 
to the Crown


